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3310 S. Meadow Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46239

(317) 357-1459

www.nativityindy.org/school-home

Perfect Score ACT – Reading, 2017
Katie Minton, class of 2015
Perfect Score ACT – Science, 2018
Joseph Schubach, class of 2015
Perfect Score ACT – English, 2017
Cassie Petroff, class of 2014
Perfect Score ACT – Math, 2017
Carolina Whitaker, class of 2014

October 4th – Variety Show @ 6:30 pm
October 5th – Walk-a-thon (afternoon)
November 1st – All Saints Day Mass @ 8:30 am
November 12th – Veteran’s Day Program @ 1:30 pm
December 20th – Christmas Program @ 1:30 pm & 6:30 
pm (Grades 1, 3 & 5)

Earn While
You Shop

Register at Amazon
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-
0893498

Register at Kroger
krogercommunityrewards.com

Register at Office Depot/
Office Max

Code:10226

School ID#70036542
Give Back to Schools Program

Clip Box Tops
Each Clip is worth 10¢ for our 
school. Bring your box tops to 
the school office or drop them 
in the collection basket on Sunday.

“ J E S U S  I S  O U R  C O M P A S S ”

Alumni News

STEM Comes to Nativity!
We are so excited to announce the addition of a STEM- Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics- Lab 
to Nativity this year! This lab was the result of extreme generosity from an anonymous donor in the Nativity 
family and will serve students in grades K-5. With the donated funds, the Library has been transformed into a 
part-time STEM lab, with new collaborative-learning desks and stools that are designed to make our learning 
space interactive and innovative beyond the feel of the traditional classroom setting. Additionally, Ryan Eldridge 
and the Solvonex company have generously donated a Yamaha based sound system and Sony Blu-ray player to 
enhance the Lab. 

The students in grades K-5 will have an opportunity to be engineers as they brainstorm blueprints and build 
things from scratch using various materials. After reading a story, students may be presented with a problem to 
collectively solve by making a plan and sharing ideas. Students will work with iPads and computer programs to 
build upon their coding schema already established in the technology lab and will even have a chance to work 
with programming and generating robot activity! Through research, observation, experimenting, calculating, 
measuring, and exploring, these future scientists will tap into countless skills with endless possibilities!

The Indianapolis Star recently published an article on the importance of STEM in education saying, “STEM skills 
are the same 21st century skills we seek to nurture in all of our students. They help students cultivate curiosity 
while improving problem-solving skills and critical thinking skills.”  The article also stated, “If we’re going to keep 
pace with the economy of the future, however, we must prepare 
more of our students for careers in STEM- Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math.” At Nativity, we are continually striving to 
best prepare our next generation and feel that this STEM Lab will 
help us to accomplish that goal! 

Upcoming Events



Welcome to Our New Teachers
Ms. Megan Smith, third grade teacher, has 18 years of experience teaching in Catholic schools (St. Mark and Our Lady 
of Grace). She has experience teaching in first, third and fourth grades.  She is a dedicated, enthusiastic, and           
compassionate teacher who is excited to begin teaching at Nativity.

Ms. Colleen Witte, third grade teacher, graduated from Purdue University, began her teaching career at St. John the 
Baptist in Fort Wayne. One of her references stated, “Ms. Colleen Witte is not only an excellent instructor, but she 
is also a tireless advocate for the young people in her class.  Families and students enjoy a trusting, professional 
relationship with Ms. Witte that makes communication highly productive and frequent.”

Mrs. Shannon Kitchen, our fourth grade teacher holds a Master Degree in Library Sciences from Florida State        
University and holds a Professional Educator License.  She has served as an Instructional Assistance at Sunny Heights 
Elementary School in Indianapolis.

Mr. Stone Robbins, Middle School Social Studies teacher, graduated from Ball State University with a major in History, 
a minor in Chinese Language and Academic Honors in Writing.  Mr. Robbins experiences include teaching at Saint 
Lawrence Catholic School in Muncie, IN and as a missionary for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students at the 
University of North Dakota.

Ms. Tierney Vrdolyak, Middle School Religion teacher, has a Bachelor of Arts degree in both Theology and the 
Program of Liberal Studies (Great Book:) from Notre Dame. During a semester abroad in Dublin, Ireland, she studied 
Irish Catholicism and literature at Trinity College. Ms. Vrdolyak values Catholic education and strives to strengthen 
the faith of Nativity Students through encountering the person of Jesus Christ in their daily lives

Mrs. Marissa Garza, our former fourth grade teacher, will be teaching REACH classes as well as our new STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) class.  Students in Grades K-5 will have a STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering & Math) class biweekly.

Mrs. Stacy Griffith, Mrs. Julie Carpenter, and Mrs. Jill Crooke are our Preschool assistants                                                                      
          

Leader In Me
We are currently in our third year as a Leader In Me school. The Leader In Me       
(TLIM) uses the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People to help students become more goal 
oriented, more successful, and be able to see their true worth and potential. We tie the 
7 Habits to our Catholic faith with God’s word, which helps us to focus on the whole 
child, mind, body, and spirit. 

During the third year of TLIM we focus on Aligning Academics, while continuing to 
foster and create a culture of leadership. Students and staff will write both personal and 
academic Wildly Important Goals (WIGs). The WIGs will help to maintain a focus for 
students and staff as the year progresses. Nativity Catholic School also has school-wide 
WIGs. Our literacy WIG is for all students and staff to read over 125,000,000 words by 
the end of the school year. We keep track of this goal, and the amount of words read 
by each class, with posters in a main intersection of hallways in the school. Our math 
WIG is for students to master open-ended questions. One way we work toward        
our math WIG is to have students in grades 1-5 practice math skills on IXL Math, a  
computer-based program. Students earn a “medal” for each mastered math skill. The 
class in each grade level with the highest number of medals each month receives a 
traveling trophy. The class which averages the highest number of minutes practiced on 
IXL wins 30 minutes of free time either outside or in the gym.

Students also worked with their teachers to write classroom mission statements, which 
are posted outside each classroom door. Last school year students started leadership 
notebooks. Leadership notebooks include the sections “My Self,” “My WIGs,” “My 
Learning,” “My Leadership,” and “My Celebrations.” Students keep work and track 
progress under each section to help stay focused on their End in Mind. Leadership   
notebooks provide the perfect tool for use in Student-Led Conferences and individual 
accountability sessions. Our students were proud to share their leadership notebooks 
at Student-Led Conferences during the 2017-18 school year. 

We also have a school theme each year to help our students focus on our Catholic faith. 
This year our school theme is “Let Jesus be Our Compass.” Habit two of the 7 Habits, 
Begin with the End in Mind, is particularly helpful for our students, as we all want to be 
with Jesus. If we keep our focus on Him, we will eventually meet our ultimate goal of 
being with Christ in heaven.

At the end of the 2017-18 school year, students in grades K-7 applied to be a part of 
TLIM Student Lighthouse Team. The Student Lighthouse Team meets monthly to give 
their voice on the school, culture, and their learning. They play a key role in implement-
ing leadership practices while modeling leadership for other students, inspiring them to 
get involved. One job of the Student Lighthouse Team is to give tours to prospective 
families as well as greeting and ushering community members for school-wide events. 
They also assisted in planning events during Catholic Schools Week during the 2017-18 
school year. We encourage all students to find their voice and the Student Lighthouse 
Team is just one way our students’ voices are heard.

Our students’ families are their first and best teachers. They lay the foundation for the 
education of their child’s mind, body, and spirit. They help their sons and daughters 
discover the leader within and prepare for a great life of contribution and service. 


